JOSEPHINE DIVORCED
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DIVORCE

TO THE EMPRESS  JOSEPHINE  (AT  LA MALMAISON)

TRIANON, December 19, 1809, jp.m.

I HAVE received your letter, dear. Savary tells me that you
are always crying. That is a pity. I hope you have been able
to go for a walk to-day. I sent you some game from my hunt.
I will come and see you when you tell me that you are being
sensible, and that your courage is winning the day.

To-morrow I am busy with the ministers all day.

Good-bye, my dear; I am unhappy to-day too. I want to
hear that you are satisfied, and to know that you are recover-
ing your balance. Sleep well.

[CoRRESP., xx, 16068. Divorce had been thought of for some years.
On November 30, 1809, Napoleon told Josephine the Deed of
Separation must be signed on December 15. This was done, and on
the 16th she left the Tuileries for the last time.]
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ANNEXATION OF HOLLAND

TO LOUIS NAPOLEON,   KING OF  HOLLAND

TRIANON, December 21, 1809.

I AM in receipt of Your Majesty's letter. Your Majesty
wishes me to make known my intentions as to Holland. I
will do so frankly.

When Your Majesty ascended the throne of Holland,
part of the Dutch people desired reunion with France.
The respect for this brave nation which I had derived from
my knowledge of its history led me to wish that it should
retain its name and its independence. I therefore drew up
with my own hand the constitution which was to be the
basis of your Majesty's throne, and I placed you upon it. I
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